Forthcoming changes from April 2017


	Housing Benefit
	April 2017
	Bedroom Tax

From 1st April 2017, where one member of the couple is in receipt of certain disability benefits and is physically unable to share a bedroom with their partner, an extra bedroom can be allocated in the Housing Benefit calculation.



	Tax Credit/ Universal Credit changes
	April 2017
	Child Tax Credit element restricted to two children – unless they were born before 6 April 2017, part of multiple birth, disabled, or due to a rape, kinship carers, parents who adopt sibling groups and so on. 
CTC family element and Universal Credit higher first child element withdrawn 



	ESA/UC
	April 2017
	Removal of the work related activity component in Employment Support Allowance and its equivalent limited capacity for work element in Universal Credit for new claimants. Those in the Support Group will continue to get the support component. 
From 3 April 2017, ESA claimants who do not receive the work-related activity component under the new rules, as above, but who are sanctioned will receive 80% of their payments, instead of the current 60%. 

ESA permitted work limit removed

From 3 April 2017, ESA claimants who undertake permitted work and earn between £20 and £115.20 per week will no longer have to give up their work or stop claiming ESA after 52 weeks.



	Housing costs UC
	April 2017
	Removal of housing costs help in Universal Credit for out of work 18 to 21 year olds 
Exemptions will apply. 



	UC work conditionality
	April 2017
	Increased conditionality extended to those with younger children 
Parents claiming Universal Credit whose youngest child turns 3 years old will have to be fully available for work and work activity, and those whose youngest child turns 2 years old should take part in work preparation as well as work focused interviews. 



	Bereavement support payment
	April 2017
	From 6 April 2017, Bereavement Support Payment replaces current bereavement benefits. The bereavement support payment is set at two rates -
· a higher rate for pregnant women or those entitled to child benefit - monthly payments of £350 for a period of 18 months following the date of death, plus an extra payment of £3,500 for the first month; and

· a standard rate for those who do not qualify for the higher rate - monthly payments of £100 for a period of 18 months following the date of death, plus an extra payment of £2,500 for the first month.

Tax free, ignored for UC, not variable by age, simpler 1-year NI contribution, not lost on a new partnership 



	Free childcare increase
	September 2017
	Free childcare during term time for all three and four year olds and for some disadvantaged two year olds increases from 15 to 30 hours per week. 




